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.PEECH OF HON. JOHN LETCHEK,
OF VJBGI.NIA,

u< In the House of Representative*, March 1, In'VI. in
reply to Mr. Disney, of Ohio, aud others.

Mr. LETCHER oblamed the tloor.
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, If the gentleman

from Virginia [Mr. LetchkkJ will yield the door,
I will move that the House resolve itself into
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the
I'u ion.
Mr. LETCHER. If I yield the floor to enable

the gentlemen from Tennessee to make that mo¬
tion, will I he entitled to the floor in the morn¬

ing !
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir¬

ginia would be entitled to the floor.

II!!-11^8, 1 ll?en niake lhe mo,'an that the

Whni
re8°lve «"«1» into the Committee of the

Whole on the state of the Union.

Th^f H«EW^RD' 1 n"e to a 1ueation of order.
1 he House having relused to sustain the demand
lor the previous question, the subject must lie

o^eroneday. It is absurd, after the House has
ie used to second the demand for the previous
question, to go on with the consideration and dis¬
cussion of the bill.

is ?h^P,?ASER- Tiie .>rac'4lce of lhe House
, .1 if the House refuse to order the main c.uei-
lion, the subject must go over one day : but, tail.

#econdL the «le"»«ud lor the previous ques-
t on, leaves the subject under consideration where
it was before the demand was made. The uues-

tLe T'i0n 10 g° in,° the Committee
J, /; hole on tbe »«aleof the Union.
Mr. HAMILTON. I rise to a question of or¬

der. I want to know how the floor has been

Letch*." gentleman from Virginia? IMr.
Tbe SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir-

tlie nurnn V ! \° <,"°,,'er
the purpose of making the motion that the House

triTteo^niu:tCommii,ee o,the

The question was taken: and. upon a division,
iii'ande!]ere~yea* * ,UTther oountnot being de-

of?hVu'hH?U"e rfU#ed 10 «° the Committee
t ^o°'e ®°T^e 8la,e of the Union.

nima^M r i
The #en,len'an from Vir¬

ginia [Mr. Letchss] is now entitled to the floor.
Air. JJUNLY. 1 rise to a question of order. I

desire to know if the gentleman from Virginia did
not speak upon this question on Thursday last.

Mr T^FTPTJv»t0 Ty. oocuP>inS the ^our ?

Vf ; 1 do not '®«ton he did.
Mr. DISNEY. Well, sir, I do reckon he did.

[Laughter.)
Mr. LETCHER. Then I appeal to the Chair

to decide between us. There was another ques-
tion under consideration the other day in rela¬
tion to which a motion hnd been made to refer it
l? 'J1.® Committee of the Whole on the state of
lhe Hion. I then made some reference to this
railroad bill, and the gentleman from Ohio called
me to order. Does the gentleman recollect that ?
Mr. DISNEY. 1 do.

.k^t' HER. And the geutlcman told me
that 1 should have a fair chance to discuss this bill
belore the vote was taken
Mr. DISNEY. I ask that tbe Chair shall de¬

cide the <|uestion whether the gentleman from
V irgin.a is entitled to the floor? My recollection,
and. that of other members of the House is. that
the gentleman has spoken once upon this subject
and is, therefore, not entitled to the floor. So fur
us 1 am concerned. I have no objection to his
going on, but I ask the Chair to decide the nne*-
tion.

1

1 iie SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Vir¬
ginia had spoken once upon the question pending
he \i oil Id be entitled to the floor if no other gen- ,

leman desired to speak. The gentleman from
Ohio cannot claim it for himself because he has
certain,y spoken once upon the question. I

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire
il ihe gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disnkv] has not
niready spoken twice upon this question '

\t irw"E^oton lhe motion to commit.

hour?
lie 'S hUil en,llled to another

lhe SPEAKLR. The gentleman from Ohio

the bill
Un lhC rUle' l° do!*fe debale UP°»

thi?r'.hlETC|HEI1' l Ik*r1SPeaker. 't seems to me
that the policy which has been adopted with
regard to this bill, indicates very clearly to the
House the necessity fur a thorough examination

alt l,,e measures of this character which are

presented tor our consideration. It seems to me
that this policy proves conclusively the propriety
o referring all such measures to a committee of
the whole House, where an opportunity may be
given for discussion and investigation in regard to
their merits.
Now, sir, here is a proposition which has been

l-roujjrht into this House, and without giving any
member an opportunity of examining into its de¬
tails, or the principles involved in it, a motion to
stop debate is made by the chairman of tbe Com¬
mittee on Public Lands. (Mr. Disnev,) after a

speech from himself, and after auolher speech
from a member who is interested in this road.
Alter two speeches upon one side, and none upon
.lie other, an attempt is made to gag everybody
who is opposed to it, and rush it through the
House under the ojieration of the previous ques-

Sir, n this proposition had merits, if its various
provisions could bear the test of careful examina¬
tion, n the considerations which were alluded to by

gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. Wklls) on

yesterday, could bear the light for a single mo¬
ment, would such a course as this have been
adoptedJ I was struck with the avowal made
upon this floor yesterday, by the gentleman from
VV isconsin. I do not know what part of the State
tie corner from-
A Member. From Milwaukie.

, uIr' ¥T?HER Vt'"> from Milwaukie. He
told us that he was opposed to this bill: that he
bad opposed it in committee, but that he intended
to wait, under an understanding with his col-
leagues here, to see whether a contract was to be
executed. What contract? What contract has
been made between these parties / What is the
understanding alluded to, by which the vote of a

member upon a proposition he disapproves of is
so influenced that it may be cast in favor of it pro-

lent?
0t,'er partICS Vr'" 4,0 TOn,e,h,ng as an equiv-

Mr. EASTMAN. I (eel it, my duty to interrupt
the gentleman,.
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from

\ irgiiiia vield the floor?
* Mr. LETCHER. Oh, certainly. I shall not
practice on him what he wanted to practice on
me.

'

Mr. EASTMAN. I desire to correct a state¬
ment of fact, and to set the gentleman right as he
goes along. I did not understand my colleague as

saying what the gentleman has put into bis mouth,
and with the leaveofthe House, I will read what
he did say. Mr. Wells said :

"The K.-ntlcmau from Illinois [Mr. W*ntwo*th1 has

'l ,n"!,t0 'V.whe,h"r I ncqule** i" this measure,

it » ? 7J rh">n to If. I opposed

* »> wi,. ., 'i rrb }au0,' d,'rr,J M nn&Torabls to the Mil
auku srij l,!ik« Shr>r<; interest*. Tite bill, hnrine uasned

th, The majority cftlieVom^
from WiAcoriMii

(,f lhe del^atfton
i i? i .

tre known t0 ^^tvocst4* it#* ami

tlwr wHh th^ Z\ .rMmaiV' "T °Pfu,,iUon 't on tbis

hIso remain -ileal. nn<l fh»t rtSald I W°uW

^-upon its
seutcd by those not immediately

raJrtj pre-

adoptod tbis rouri«e, too in Hie n
hare

« win.id.rnilon 'Ui JSS llu wiS? """K.
'r%~nT-"°' "" """"" """. ' '~V' tSJSST

That is what he did say.
Ah'bm ,km .

LETCHER. Wait a moment, and I will
read it for the gentleman.
Mr. EASTMAN. Yes, he went on further to

say. in answer to a question whether he would
vote for the bill:
- I suppose I hare the right to answer sffirmatirelr. or

negatively, or neither, fn the present condition of thiner

Jnbi-Mwr answer at all, but to wait the further artilon
Now, where is the coatract that the gentleman

alluded to As for me. I know of no contract. I
have made no contract. I state, as I stated be¬
lore. that 1 live in a remote part of the State. I
am as favorable to one railroad as I am to another;
to the Milwaukie and Mississippi r.,d . t mm t0'
this, and to this as I am to that; but what I say is
that one should not Ik- passed at the exp^mi oi
the other, i have made no contract. I am above
contracts. I am not to be bought, and neither am
I to be intimidated.
Mr. LETCHER. Here is what the gentleman

omitted to read :

"Mr. Dunt. I desire to ask the gentieman from Wis
>:iMn wliodi/r he intends to rote for the Mil now undei

.¦<NMid<'raUa«l
"Mr. Wklls. J Itarr some qaestion aboat it."
W by had Mr. kias ''some question " about

il ' IIad not lu- already acknotvledged that he was
lh* bl" 1 80 greti w*" hi' opposition

manifest#*!*h-*"1 befo,e the comm«*«e end
manifested his op,K)s}tion to it by seeking to ile-
feat "* 'nlrodaction into this House by its passage
through hat committee. What, then is it tKJ
induce* him to announce to this House that he
has some question alxMti itr' It 1, »!¦#*

«hai he and the other gentViw.

ronsin had agreed that neither should say any
thing And, I* the wsy, wi., .lW

Iiow comes it that he [Mr. Eastman] makes a
speech to-day in favor of the bill, auil then moves
the previous questiou? How can tbat he ex-
plained?
Mr. EASTMAN. I apprehend th«t there is

more than one gentleman trotu Wisconsin. lioes
he allude to me ?
.
Mr. LETCHER. There are three here. 1 take

it the gentleman on the other side of the House is
in for it rather deeper than you are, froiin ull 1 can
see. [Laughter.]

But, sir, the gentleman over the way tells us
that there is nothing in this hill which is calculated
to conflict with the interests already created bylegislative act# in the State of Wisconsin in the ea-
tablishment ofother roads. Now, I shall endeavor
to satisfy the House, from a map which 1 have
before me, that there is a direct and positive con¬
flict ; and that if Congress shall step in aud passthis bill iu the shape in which it has been intro¬
duced into this House, it will lend itself to the
accomplishment of u destruction of the privaterights and the pecuniary interests of various indi¬
viduals on the lino of the Milwaukie and Madison
road, which have been embarked in that scheme
What is it they propose to do t Under this bill
they propose to grant lands to a railroad which in
called the Rock River Union Valley railroad,
that commences at Chicago and runs northwest
to the town of Janesville. Then, sir, it runs
northeast to Fond du Lac. Then it runs nearly
in u north direction for some twenty miles. Then
it runs in rather a northwesterly direction, some¬
what zigzag, to the point on Lake Superior.
Why is it, I ask, when a road is projected, (the

Mississippi and Lake Shore Railroad,) from the
town of Chicago direct to Fond du Lac, a distance
of one hundred and forty or one hundred and fifty
miles, that they are seeking by this road to estab¬
lish another between the same points by running
around through the interior so as to avoid the
harbors and the cities located on the lake shore
In our country, and 1 imagine even in the Slate of
Ohio, in which the chairman of the Committee on
Public Lands live*, there is a feeling of State
pride. There is ati anxious desire on the part
even of the gentleman himself to build up Cincin¬
nati as the great commercial, the great business
point, the chief city for the State of Ohio. You
would never find him here making a war on a city
within the limits of his own State for the purpose
of carrying the trade out of it over to Louisville,
in the State of my friend who sits near me, [Mr.
Preston.] Yet we have this anomaly here Here
are two representatives of Wisconsin on this floor
warring on Milwaukie and the other cities of their
own Stale, situated on the lake shore, for the
purpose of building up Chicago, in the State of
Illinois.
What is the interest of this government ? Is it

not to make connections between the harbors on
the lakes and the back country? Should not that
be the great object it should have in view ? Is it
not the great interest with the government itself,
in the event of difficulty or foreign troubles, to
have its connections with its own harbors, so that
it can transport whatever is to be sent to those
points into the interior of the country ? But the
government here is asked not to adopt that policy,
but to disregard it, and to go for the establishment
of another road, which runs »ome sixty miles at
one point from the lake shore, and thirty miles at
another point from the same lake shore. Now,
will any gentleman tell me that it is the interest of
this government to make appropriations of that
sort ?
But let me test these gentlemen still further.

They say that there is no conflict by this scheme
with the private interests of those who have em¬
barked their meano iu the construction of this
Milwaukie and Madison railroad. Mortgages on
the farms of those living along the line of it have
been executed, and are now in full force, as I un-
staud. The only hope for ibe redemption of these
mortgages, and the relief of the land-holders, is by
the prolits which they anticipate upon the comple¬
tion of the Milwaukie and Madison road. From
fanesville to Madison is about fifty or sixty miles,
tnd the proposed road runs nearly parallel with |
he line of the Milwaukie aud Madison railroad.
Twelve miles is the furthest point that those lines i <

ire apart; so tbat there will be an average dis- I 1
ance between them of something like six miles.
Mr. EASTMAN. The distance loMndison from

he point indicated is not fifty or sixiy miles. It
s not above thirty.
Mr. LETCHElt. Then the scale of the map

liust be wrong.Mr. EASTMAN. At most it is not over forty |miles from Janesville to Madison. If the gentle- | J
man will deduct twelve from forty, how will he
make the distance fifty or sixty? If he wants to
make it that distance, he must lengthen the route. .

Mr. LETCHER. Here then is a conflict of I r
interests. Here the government is asked to fur- I
nish lauds to this Rock River Union Valley Rail¬
road Company for the purpose of enabling them to | qmake a parallel line from Janesville to the town | £
ol Madison: and yet uentlenien say that it cannot
produce any conflict of interest; that it will do no
harm to the Madison and Milwaukie railroad. I
put it to the common sense of every gentleman in
this House, if there is even a show of plausibility r

in such a statement?
Mr. DISNEY. Has not the gentleman from i

\ irginia (Mr. Letcher] yet learned that I have ^this morning offered an amendment to the bill,which specially and specifically provides that this'
road shall not obtain one acre of land from the
government on the line of the road between the
town of Madison and the southern boundary of the
State of Wisconsin ?
Mr. LETCHER. One thing at a time. If the

gentleman [Mr. Disney] will have patience, 1 will
soon get to that amendment, and show that, as the
gentleman himself savs, it is uo gre!tt affair after
all.
Now, sir, I think I have shown that there is a

conflict of interest. Then there is another con¬
sideration. There is not a foot of public land, as
I am informed, from the city of Chicago, in Illinois,
where this road commences, until you get beyondMadison, a distance of perhaps one hundred and
fifty or sixty miles.
Then lake the other line of the proposed road.

There are no pul lic lands till you get twenty miles
above Pond du Lac. So, here they are running a
road for one hundred and ninety miles in one direc¬
tion to that po.nt, and one hundred and fifty or onehundred and sixty miles in another direction, I
through a country where there is not a foot of |
public lands ; and yet the gentleman over the wayoffers an amendment which he thinks meets ex¬
actly the state of the case.
(A mesnage was here received from the Presi¬

dent of the Uuited States, by the hands of SidneyWebster, esq., his private secretary, informing the
House that he had signed certain bills and joint re-
solutions.)
Mr. LETCHER. I understand that this Rock

River Lnion \ alley Railroad Company, like a

great mauy other railroad companies scattered
throughout the country, is in a dilapidated condi¬
tion. It is thought by most people to be approach¬
ing a slate of insolvency ; and I have heard it inti¬
mated that even the iron which had been bought
for this Rock River Uuion Valley Railroad was

actually sold to raise the means to help those gen¬
tlemen who are employed to manage the matter,
and secure the passage of the hill through this
House. What is the meaning of this proposition,
offered under these circumstances, by the chair¬
man of the Committee on Public Lands ? Here
it is:
" Provided that the mad herein provided for shall not

be construed to extend to any land on the line of the »ai>l
n,a<l between the town «f Madison and the southern bound¬
ary of the State of Wiaeonnin."

Or, in other words, between the town of Madi¬
son and the city of Chicago. That is the begin¬
ning point.
Now, suppose you give thein ibe land above

Madison on one line, and above Fond du Lac on

the other line. Could they not, if the concern is
insolvent, as it ia said, raise the wind by a pledge
ofthe lands as security, and apply the money to
make the road? Does the amendment provide
against anything of that sort? Not at ail. But if
the gentleman (Mr. Disney) had said here that he
proposed to amend the bill by requiring that the
road should start at Fond du Lac, or twenty miles
above it, where the public lands begin, and that
land should be donated for six miles on either side
of the road, or for fifteen miles in the contingency
stated, and should l>e applied to the construction
of the road from that point to its terminus at Lake
Superior, and that the lands so granted should not
be pledged in any way, nor any of the proceeds
arising therefrom used to aid in constructing the
line between Madison and Janesville. or (he line
between Fond du Lac and Chicago. But, sir, the
object of this bill is to revive the cfeditof this com¬
pany, and Ihua enable it to break down private in-
terests, and subject those interested in tbe Madi¬
son and Milwaukie railroad to serious pecuniary
loss.

Mr. DISNEY, (interrupting.) I wish to inquire
of the gentleman if he ever read a very celebrated
chapter in one of Fielding'a novels, in which the
author undertakes to show that a man can w
the better for knowing something of the sub
upon which he attempts to write. It ia very in
eating.

Apropos, has tbe gentleman from Virginia read
bill the upon which he is commenting ? I am
sur* hp has not ; for let me say to him, that
under the provisions of that bill, and by the con-
srtuction given by Jand office to similar pro¬
visions in other bills, the road oar) obtain no land
except auch as lie alongside of the road proposed
to be constructed; or, to use th* language of the
Land1 Office, they cannot go to one poii.t 9" the

State and select lands with which to construct and
build a road lietween other points.
Now, uJ|der these facts, what becomes of all

toe talk of the gentleman in reference to raising
ilie wind to build a road below the town of Mad-
uon f
Mr. LETCHER. I |ite {0 see t|,js restlessness

on the pnrt ol the friends of this bill. It seems to
me to indicate that there is a "good tune coming,"
I la ughter,] and that we shall find them hereafter,
at least, advocating a little more consideration for

111.0' sorl 'ban they have hitherto been
wilmig to allow to them.

It seems quite unfortunate that the gentleman
from Ohio [Mr. Disney] either did not hear me,
or did not understand my point. It therefore oc¬
curs to me that he might have read the essay to
which he alludes with advantage. It might be of
some service lo him to listen to my remarks be¬
fore ho undertakes to reply. Nbw, did I say any¬
thing about the governor, or the President, or the
Commissioner ol the Land Office, or anybody else,
deciding how these lands were to be assigned ?
Not at all. Hut I take the ground that the public
lands, beginning at Fond du Lao, and extending
to Lake Superior, are the lauds out of which the
company must procure their alternate sections.
And cannot the company pledge that land as secu-

rily for loaus, and apply the money so raised to
the building of the road below ? What is to pro¬
hibit them Irom doing so under this law /
Suppose they do it. Cannot the twenty miles

begin at Chicago as well as anywhere else; and
canuot they make the twenty miles anywhere they
please along the line ? Certainly they may.

Well, Mr. Speaker, there is one thing which will
settle the matter. 1 put the question to the geu-
tleiuan from Ohio, (Air. Disney,] whether the com¬
pany is not upon its last legs / [Laughter.I The
gentleman's answer will, I have no doubt, settle
the question.
Mr. DISNEY. I respond again, that this grant

is to the State ol Wisconsin, and not to that or any
other company. The State of Wisconsin will have
the control ol this grant for the purposes indicated
by the bill, for the construction of, a road between
the points iudicated: and whether that company
bo upon its last or its first legs, is a matter of no
sort ol importance to this Congress, because the
grant is made for a specific purpose, the construc¬
tion of that road, and the State of Wisconsin be¬
comes the trustee for that object.
By the provisions of that bill, as I remarked be-

.ore, the proceeds ol this land are to be applied to
the building of the road in sections of twenty con¬
tinuous miles, through the portion ofconutry from
which the lands are selected; the sales to be made
as the consecutive sections are built.
Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from Ohio

does not answer me directly, and I take it that he
dodges the question, because he does not want to
say anything about the dead. [Laughter.] He
does not want to acknowledge the fact that this
concern is really insolvent, because if he did he
might lose votes for the measure. But, says the
gentleman, you do not vote money to this com-

pany; you give the land to the State by this bill,
nut who gets the land alter it is turned over by
ihe btate to the railroad company/ A few vears
ago we voted some land to Illinois for railroad
purposes. Who got it ? The Wall street brokers
got it, if I have read the history of that road aright.
Do they not hold it now, and have they not abso¬
lute control of it ?
Mr. BISSELL. Will the gentleman allow me

to answer his question < The Wall street brokers
do not hold this land.
Mr. LETCHER. I have a pamphlet here,

which will show the history of this matter We
?ave land to the State ofIllinois for the purpose of
uuildmgthe Central Road toChicago, with a branch
running to Galena. Who were the members of
this company ? We are aware of the fact, that Mr
ivantoul, a member of this House of this Inst Con¬
gress, was one ol the parties concerned in this
road. How did this gentleman, living in the State
ol Massachusetts, become interested in it ? Who
are the other parties mentioned in the act incor¬
porating this company ? Their names, in the first
section ol '. An am to incorporate the Illinois
Oentral Railroad Company,"' are recorded a* fol-
ows:
" R"f*'r?r Schuyler, (i»org« (iriswold. Oonveneur Morris,

i A'n Htve"' Dl,Tid1 A *>al, Robert Kantoul, jr., Jonn-
han bturtfs. George W. Ludlow, John i'. A. .Sanford,

I «. il ' lli'un II. Asjiiuwall, Leroy Wiley, and
oseph W. A](Kip. and all such persons as shufl hereafter

'n th# hereby inrorpt^
Where do all these gentlemen live ? Do thev

ive in Illinois .'
3

Mr. BISSELL. I will answer the gentleman.
Lliey do not live in the State of Illinois
Mr. LETCHER. Then you are sold out1

Laughter.]
Mr. BISSELL. The gentleman from Virginia

eems very unwilling to hear answers to his own
|uestions. These gentlemen do not live in the
it ate of Illinois, nor have they got control of these
nu i

at gentleman answered now ?
The lands are in the hands of, and are solely in
he chargc of trustees.
Mr. LETCHER. Trustees! Who get the

iroceeds of these lands? Who compose the com-

>any that furnish the means to make the road ?
vVhose property is exempt from taxation for six
fears ?
Mr. BISSELt. Tlio company will furnish

m t,000,000 to build the road. The State receives
A'hat is equivalent to fourteen per cent, of the net
rooeeds Irom the time the road is completed.
W hen all the terms and conditions are complied
with, then these lauds are to be sold for the benefit

. . f company, and to the payment of the money
which they borrowed to build the road with. The
lands are in charge of trustees, and under the
rantrol ot a company, one of them being the gov¬
ernor of the State of Illinois.
Mr. LEi CHER. I have shown you who com¬

pose the company organized for the construction
ot this road. The geutleman from Illinois says
that trustees are the parties who are to manage
it. U ho are they to manage it for, but these
- ew Xorkers ! The Stale of Illinois is to receive
seven per cent, of the gross proceeds when the
work is done, which is equal to fourteen per cent.
ol the net proceeds. I stated that $17,000,000 are
to be furnished to build the road. If the gentle¬
man docs not acknowledge that, I can establish it
by documents which I have here. The company
say that they can build the road for that amount.

®y value the lands at $21,000,000. Who
pockcts the difference? What becomes of the
trustees then?
Mr. BIS.SELL. The prospective value which
iey may put upon their lands may be more or
ess. 1 do not think they expect to realize a dol¬
lar Irom them until lhay have expended four or
five years labor, and $17.000,000 of their own
money upon the road. When all that is done,
when all this money has been expended, they will
make something handsome out of it, provided

realize.which I have no idea thev will.
.20.000 000 out of the sales of the land ; and pro¬vided the entire cost of constructing the road doe*
not ..cd 511.000,000. If thl, ,
correct statement of the amount of receipt and
expenditures, they will, ,he end. make somethree or four millions out of the operation.:Ir. LETCHER. Then the gentleman's expla¬
nation amounts exactly to this: These stockhold.
ers have the control of a road, according: to their
own showing, that will yield them a clear annual
profit after paying seven per cent, to the State
and all other expenses, of $ 1.774,252, and give
them three or four millions besides, from the sales
of the lands beyond the whole cost of construct-
ing the road.quite a handsome speculation for the
Mocknolder*:

Mr. DISNEY. Well, what of it ?

nf1?' k^TCH ER. I will tell the jrentleman what
of it. t shows exactly this: that you are asking
the federal government not only to give land
enough to make the roads, but to make a fortune
for these Wall street brokeis besides. That is
what of it. %

Mr. \ ATES. I wish to say one word in refer¬
ence to this proposition of donating lands to the
°~|e, of Illinois to aid in the construction of the
Illinois Central railroad. I can give the gentle¬
man an answer that ought to be satisfactory to him
and to the House. '

Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentleman will
come to thepoint as soon as possible.
Mr. YATES. The gentleman asked what has

been done / Why. sir, we have a rond seven hun-
dred and four miles in length, of great importance
to the State of Illinois, of great advantage to the
people of that State, and of great national advan¬
tage ; and all this without the loss of one cent to
the general government. And not only ha* the
general government not lost anything by it, but it
has sold Isnds which have been for twenty-five
years in the market and still remained unsold, so
that it has actually placed money in the treasury
by the operation. Sir, is it nothing that we have
built the longest and most magnificent railroad in
the world, without the loss of a rent upon the part
of the general government 1

Mr. LETCHER. Let us look for a moment at
the past financial history of thp State of Illinois.

I am not mistaken, before (hat State received
the benefit of this land from |he federal govern¬
ment, her financial condition was exceedingly em-
>arra*se<l {She was not able to prosecute her
great works of internal improvement because of
i ie immense debt which was then resting upon
ler Her Ix.nds had depreciated to an alarming
extent. But no sooner had this land been do¬
nated by the federal government.no sooner had
the arrangements for the construction of the Cen¬
tral road gone into operation, than the credit of

. at . tutcfese as if by magic to par, showing that

it is something more than a donation for the con-

8,ruc^o« ®t * railroad.that it is a strong1 support,
hb effectual means of restoring the credit of the
Stat# of litioii.

Bwt, in addition to all this, I hold that we have
a written constitution, and thut it it our busiuesa
to protect that written Constitution, and to carry
°ut fairly, according to the provisions contained

within it. liut nearly every member who is io

h °f ?' railroad grants, has contended that
'e<jeral gov. rnn.ent ought not to be the owner

ot lands at all. that it ought not to be in the mar-

aelliug these lands, but that they should belong
to the States in which they lie. That is the argu-
'w If' an*'.l'u* '. the conclusion derived from it.
Well, »if) jn i-grry,Mt! ou, this system of internal
improvement^ which is a general system, a tho¬
rough system, so far as the new States are con¬
cerned, they uacjinplish ull their purposes by the
use ol these pjbiic lands.

Sir, what art the public lands belonging to the
Kovernmeai bm the property of the government?

'"it is the money of the government but the
property of th* government, occupying the same
relation towards it as do the public lauds? The
nation s wealth consists in part, in the money it
receives from tbe sale of the public lands. Then
can the government give away its property in
money for the tonatruction of railroads? If not,
what right has it to give away its property in these
public lands, which bear the same relation to it as
money itself? Tlie Constitution now rtads: "that
Congress shall fcave powor to dispose of" and so
forth; but, according to the new reading approved
by these gentleiaen, 'it ought to run "that Con¬
gress shall have power to uivk away, aad to make
ait needful rules and regulations respecting the
territory and other property of the United States."
lhat is the result of it, according to their construc¬
tion, when reduced to practice. It means nothing

" ,nea,w nothing less.
Now look at all these projected railroads to

which gentlemen are urging Congress to accord
lands to aid in theiaoonstruction. If the railroads
are ol any advantage to these States, they ought
to be willing at least to pay the price of the lands
to the government, and not establish a precedent
here to be plead, as it has been plead by the gen¬
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Disney,] that Congress
has dcue so and so heretofore, and must <ro on
and do it hereafter.
But let me return to this Milwaulej railroad.

The gentleman from Ohio tells us that the poliey
of the Committee on Public Lands is to equalize
the grams to all these States, and to give them as
much as has been granted to the State of Illinois.

J 'n°13 re^t"vod fo' ber Central railroad
''wi' 9. acres, 11 my recollection is correct.
Ihe State ol Wisconsin has already received

for internal improvements 949,000 and odd acres.
One million six hundred thousand acres are em¬
bracedI in this bill, as I understand the gentlemanfrom Ohio. Then he tells us that the committee
have agreed upon another bill making a donation
ol land for a road from Madison to Prairie du
Lhien, and that bill embraces 300,000 acres. That
makes 1,900,000acres, and with the 949,000 already
received, gives 2,900,000 and odd acres, so that if
this bill passes, they will have received 400,000
acres more than Illinois haa received. I like to be
accurate about these things, and I will therefore
e er to the book. I see it is set down here that the

.in iv-To ,0 the S,tate of Wiaconsin up to June
JO 1n>3. amounted to 5,045,242 acres ; lands do¬
nated lor schools, universities and so forth, 1,400-
72S acres; and that the lands donated for internal
improvements amounted to 929,736 acres. Now
add to that the 1,900,000 acres'embraced in thTs'
bill, and you then have very nearly three millions
acres granted to the State of Wisconsin.

7|W7 ofJu«W»g this mode of dis-
posing ot the lands, the gentleman tells us that
he J resident of the United States is for it; that
he Secretary of the Interior is for it; that the
Commissioner of the General Land Office is for
it; and that, inasmuch as all these parties are for
it, it must be conclusive as to the propriety of the,
policy Now, I do not hold to any such doctrine
that because a President or Secretary entertain
particuhr opinions, everybody else is to hold the
same opinions on the same aubject. I come here
to represent a district that entertains opinionsaltogetherdiflerent on thiaquestion.that maintains
that Congress has no right, either directly or indi-
p
C V' |° fl'ProPr,ate the lands or money of the

federal Government to internal improvements.
'l,he P'at/brm *8 adopted by the Democratic

ISOSh
Convention held in Richmond in March,

C°nKrea* has no power to npproprlatodirectly or indirectly, the proceeds of the sales of the putr
or t0 Kruit,directly or indirectly, the publiclands to the purpose of internal improvement."

1 stand on that platform. I hold to that doctrine
in common with the Democratic party of my
State. I believe it to be sound doctrine; and ao

believing, I do not come here to surrender tny
convictions became a Present of ibe United
Slates, or a Secretary of the Interior, or anybody
.'..occupying a high official position, entertaina
a different opinion. Aa to the Secretary of the In¬
terior, I can account for this opinion to some ex¬
tent. He is a man who haa befcn living in a land
State which has profited largely by this mode of
disposing of the public lands. In his service in
Congress be was committed to all these grants. I
cau ascertain very well how association, how po¬
litical interest controls the opinions of men; and
those_ influences may control his in this matter
But, by way of satisfying the House that this po^
icy is proper and constitutional, the gentleman
from Ohio says that under the influence of it pub-
lands have been sold, and that they are now sell¬
ing, with more rapidity than public lands have
been sold at any time heretofore in our history for
several years past.

wr' the vicinity of these roads.
Mr. LETCHER. Very well; then in the vicin¬

ity of these roods. How many lands have been
|» d, \ ®*v® a statement here of the sales, from
lbjo to 18o3 (inclusive) to which I ask attention:
Unds sold in 1835 $15,999,804 11

183® 26,167,833 06
1837 7,007,523 01
1838 4,305,564 64
1839 6,404,556 79
1840 2,780,637 53
1841 1,463,364 06
1842 1,417,972 0«
1843 2,016,044 30
1844 2,207,678 04
1845 2.470,303 17
1846 2,904,637 27
1847 3,296,404 08
1848 2,621,615 26
1849 1,756,890 42

i-rom January to June 30 1850 998,»41 26
From June 30, 1850, to June 30, 1851 2,390,94" 43
From June 30, 1851, te June 30, 1852 1,976,658 64
From June 30, 1852, to June 80, 1853 1,792,369 92
Thus we see that in lb35 and 163G the sales

were very large.amounting, in 1S30, to more
than $25,000,000,
Now, the gentleman says that this is owing to

the policy of allowing these grants to railroads,
and that the land would not have sold at all if it
had not been for the grants. It is attributable to
no such thing. It is attributable to the state of
things which existed in the country at the time
these sales were made.
The whole country was then wild with the

spirit of speculation. Banks were multiplying.
Everything in which a speculation could be macle
was sought for, greedily taken up, and earneatly
prosecuted ; and, under the influence of that spec¬
ulating spirit,these extraordinary sales ol the pub¬
lic lands were made. Look at the state of things
now. W ithin the last two years, I venture to say
that the banking capital of the country has been
doubled, or, perhaps, more than doubled, takinc
one State with another. I believe that it has been
so in my own State; and these are strong and
conclusive indications of the speculating spirit
which is abroad in the country at the present
..Tin A."Pecule,io» brought about this re¬

sult in 1S35,163G, and 1837, why cannot specula¬
tion brmg it about in ISM. Wifl not the same re-
suit follow from the same cause? Then I say that
t is not attributable to thia policy at all. Thase
ands would have been sold from this spirit of

l
1,0 you "ol "'e' in proof of this po¬

sition, that the gentlemen from these new States
menu1/?."if a5a,n,,t simulators fcere by amend-
ce^vibu the,ho.e^*ad bill, and in all other con-

want men . T1** *.» y°u ,l>at they do not
ant men to come into their country and buy up

V'*' «"«¦ .here ? I»
bv invf>

'at they can make more money
invLJ 8 'n e8e ,anda lhan can be made by
carried thim'° *Pecu,*iioa* 1 Nothing has

gam
'n,° ne*v 3tale" but the hope of

thing ibsVwmlb<' ^entlem*D from the west one

them in refer
Rr°W °. th® Pol'cy pursued by

hem « j ,0 lbese ,and «ra"ts. You grant
the land

t0 ^ ,ure< but when ao granted,
intothe °Ut of lbe,r hand»
be the result' tT'. co^P°r«*'On». What will
their urrst L corporationa, invested with
theselar.,1 ^.er*' are to hav® the benefit of all
ments Ti' *" |h,P#H of ¦!' *bese improve-
of 11 * y are '° bave the power of disposing

UMthhr.l.ti I
Mme complaint in regard to

has 1 j
e Public landa from market, whichhas been made aK,i.. ,he government by genUe

imposc^n Ht?°r Wh"1 re,tr'c,'ons do they
thev «atr ?i rrg', to ,he *a,<? ot the land»? Do
tiers or seH th

^ *hr" *el1 lhem to actu«l set-

nfih., witb»n a given time? NothingiJi? r°M- Thc V'M be, then, (hat thesl
W(^.r"'0n" Wil1.llfCOnM oppressive. They will
war upon everything that crosses their pnh in

abuse of the ? ^ n'V"1 n1,oney hy the heart'lesa
abuse of the power placed in their handa, india-

" 1 think, by these legislative acta. And
1 shall be surprised if, in the course of a very few
years, we do not find aome of these gentlemen
proclaiming: a doctrine which they regarded many
years ago as remarkably odious.the doctrine of
charter-breaking, started by Mr. Dallas, of Penn¬
sylvania.
The burden will grow intolerable, and they will

desire to get *id of it. And in order to get rid of
it, they will ask a repeal of the charter, aad tha
charter will have to be repeated if they get the
l
8,red re'*ef- I shall be surprised ifjuch is not

the result. I confidently expect it; and if the bur¬
den were upon any people other than those who
made the bargain, I do not know but I should clap
tbem on the back, and applaud them for attempt¬
ing to relieve themselves from it. But they have
made their bed, and so let them lie.
Now, sir, in regard to this Illinois charter; I re¬

fer to it again for the purpose of showing that it is
a somewhat different charter from the one which
is proposed in this act; the Illinois railroad char¬
ter is for " a grant of lands to the Slate of Illinois
lor the constructing of a railroad from the south¬
ern terminus of the Illinois and Michigan canal to
a point at or near the junction ofthe Ohio and Mis¬
sissippi rivers, with a branoh of the same to Chi¬
cago, on Lake Michigan, dcc."

Well, now, what does this bill propose I " That
there be and is hereby granted to the Stale of Wis¬
consin. lor the purpose of aiding in the construc¬
tion of a railroad from near the boundary of taid
&ate east ofrange thirteen,by way ofJaneevUJe, in
Kocl comity, and Fond du Lac, on Lake Winne-
bago, to such point on Lake Superior as may be de-
signaled under the authority of said State, and for
the construction ol a branch railroad from Janes-
ville, by way of Madison," &c.

.Now, why does not this road run from Chicago
to its terminus on Lake Superior by the most di¬
rect line? Is it necessary to run northwest lor
eighty or ninety miles, and then northeast for
about the same distance, and then xig-aag and
then northwest again to Lake Superior ? If the
road were run straight from Chicago to Lake 3u-

Senor, the distance would probably be one hun-
red and fifty or two hundred miles lesa than by

the proposed route.
7

Mr. COBB, (interrupting.) Yes; but that route
is nerhaps impracticable.Mr. LETCHER. Oh, no doubt ; ofcourse it is
impracticable, when the company want to make
war on these lake shore towns for the benefit of
Chicago. It was that which made it impractica¬
ble. I here cannot be any other reason for their
ninmng the road in the manner -they propose.
I>ut ll that is impracticable, how do they expect to

j?ne?P to the Fal,« of St. Croix river by theOhio

Mr. COBB. To run round it.
Mr. LETCHER. Yet they propose to run one

line of the Rock River Union Valley railroad to
the falls of St. Croix, and the other to the point on
Lake Superior; but neither of these reads can be
run in a direct line for the greater part of the dis¬
tance. They can run an air-line Irom Janesville
to Chicago, or from Janesville to Fond du Lac
where there a>« no public lands; but whenever
tliey come to the public lands, they run to the best
advantage for the interests of the company.
Then it is a matter which is to profit them.

1 hen they begin to see what is to be had when
they get to that point. There is nothing to be had
beowit; why then run by this circuitous route
below Fond du Lac? They run the road in the
manner pointed out from their desire to withdraw
trade from the lake shore towns, that they may
take it to Chicago and reap the profits of its trans¬
portation. If it comes down by the Lake Shore
railroad, it passes these towns. Trade would most
probably stop at some one of them. The Lake
Shore railroad is now in progress, and a portion of
it has been graded. Other portions have been con¬
tracted for. And yet these gentlemen tell us that
this road, almost atraight, and which is forty or
fifty miles shorter than the road proposed, and
which runs from Chicago to Fond du Lac, is of no
consequence, and gravely insist upon it that Con¬
gress raust make this road for their accommoda¬
tion, although in so doing they seriously injure the
interests of those who have invested their money
in the Lake Shore road, and as seriously injure
the trade of Milwaukie and the other lake shore
cities and towns. Is it not asking too much ?
Now, sir, I cannot understand these things. It

strikes me that any man who will reflect, and who
will look at the causcs which regulate the conduct
of men and control their actions, must come to the
conclusion that there is something in this matter
which demands and requires some more satisfac¬
tory explanation than has yet been given.
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Disney] yester¬

day referred to the acts of the general aaaembly ol
Wiscoasin. Will the genUeman [Mr. Dishxy] be
kind enough to lend me the book now in hia pos¬
session, and I think I can ahow that there is some¬
thing not exactly right in regard to the act referred
to I understand that some two or three memo-'
rials passed the legislature of Wiaconain in regard
to railroads, and tnat under the constitution of the
state of Wisconsin, the governor of that State is
required to approve the acts, resolutions, See., of
the general assembly before they become laws, or
have the force of laws. But it is somewhat re¬
markable that the memorial in regard to this par¬ticular road is not approved by the governor. The
memorial which appears above it, the one asking
a grant of lands for the education of the deaf,
dumb, and blind, is signed by the speakers of both
houses and approved by the governor. The one

immediately below (the memorial referred to as

justifying this bill) is signed by the speaker, Ac.,
but has no approval by the governor? How does
this happen; why this difference? I will send to
the Clerk s table a letter of ex-Governor Farwell,
which the Clerk will read to the House.
The letter was read, as follows: .

Washingtoh, February 28,1864.
1othe Senators and Representatives in Congress from the

State of Wuconrin:
OENTLKKEt: On my arrival in thin city on Saturday

evening, the 26th instant, toy attention was called to tha
memorial of the Legislator* of the State of Wisconsin.

1.6J 1,86ZLMkln« of Congress the grant of pub-
He lands to aid in the construction of railroada in that
State, upon which memorial I understand the action of
the delegation in Congress has been based; and I And.
on examination of the said memorial, that it it not in
the form in which it patted the legislature of the taid
State.

I would state for vour information that an important
amendment \oas attached to the. taid memorial, at it finally
pasted, setting forth the terms upon which the State of
Y> Mconsin desired land grants in aid of the railroads within
its borders, which amendment doet not now appear in the
memorial. You will find a memorial, passed April 14, of
the same year, and approved by the Governor, which em¬
bodies the principles of the amendment referred to I
would also state that the memorial first mentioned iras
never presented to me for Executive approval, bat was
sent in. contrary to usage, and without my knowledge.
Uirough the office of the Secretary of State. A reference
to the acts passed by the legislature of the State of
Wisconsin, for the year 1862. a copy of which will be
found in the Congressional Library, will ahow that thit
memorial alone, ofall patted during that tettion, did not re¬
ceive the approval, and doet not bear the signature of the
Governor of the State.
I have deemed It asy imperative duty, as the late Gov¬

ernor of the said State, to call your attention to these bets,
leaving you to take such aetion upon them as you may
deem due to yourselves, and to the interests and honor ol
the State which you represent.

servMt,*1"' g emen' Tery "Tactfully, your obedient

LEONARD J. FARWELL.

That is a letter from the late governor of that
State, and in looking through this book you will
find the facts to be as he has represented them ;
that everything save this single momorial, so far
as I have examined it, has the sanction of the
governor, in the way of approval, appended to it.
How does it happen ? .

Mr. EASTMAN, (interrupting.) Will the gen
tleman allow me a moment for explanation ?
Mr, LETCHER. Yea; but be brief.
Mr. EASTMAN. I deem it my duty to make

a few remarka in relation to the matter just al¬
luded to by tbe gentleman from Virginia. I will
be very brief.
Mr. LETCHER. Be very short. I have but

a few minutes left.
Mr. EASTMAN. This memorial is published

by. and under the authority of the State of Wis¬
consin by the State printer.
Mr. LETCHER. I.stated that myself.
Mr. EASTMAN. And a copy is sent here

under the great seal of the State, certified to by tbe
Secretary of State. Now, it must have passed
the two houses of the legislature. It received the
signature of the speaker of the houseof represen¬
tatives and of the president of the senate, waa
signed by the clerks of both the house of repre¬
sentatives and the senate, examined by the enroll¬
ing and engrossing committee, and then sent to
the printer, at the city of Madison, within thirty
days after it was paased ; and now, at this late day,
when the governor has gone out of office, he
comes here, some t^ro thousand miles from home,
and, in a letter, statea, from recollection only, that
which will impeach the acta of the legislaturewhich have been published to the world aa a part
of the laws of the Statf of Wisconsin. J4""

LETCHEI* 'l1" !» the explanationof the gentleman ! The governor of the State of
Wisconsin saya that hia attention waa called to

vera«Iloier«ft t,m®" H* »><> in con-
vernation, after examining the r«corda, that the
proviso was there; and I shall ahow you what sortof a proviso_it was from another law. Then, in

ffir,;0 no.*1'yst ons, snd memorials, except this one. T^e K*u-tleman near me [Mr. Disnky] saya that he waa
stupid in signing any of them. What, sir' stupid

in conforming his action to a requirement of the
constitution of the Slate of \& isoon»i#
sort of a proviso wai itt
" I*romded the terms of toe grant »

wise prevent the sale of such lands at the Minimum v j.2d & the tawu quantity, at which lsnds are now sold by
the United States government."
With all due deference to the opinions of other

gentlemen, I think that it is a very sensible pro¬
viso, and I think that it would be calculated to pre-
vent the public lands, donated to that State lorUl*
purposes of internal improvements, Iroin going
into the hands of corporations and speculators,
who would keep them out ol market, and so man¬
age them as to make out of them the largest
amount of profit. I liave the book here with these
memorials, and, as far as I have observed, this is
the only one.standing out isolated from all the
rest not having the approval of the executive of
the State. If everything was fair in regard to this
road, how did this happen ? 1 will tell you how
I understand it came about. The secretary ol
State of Wisconsin was in favor of unlimited

Kauts, and was opposed to the proviso which has
en appended by the general assembly. I under-

stood the governor to say that the proviso was
taken oil'by some one in his office, and withheld it
from publication.

Is there not enough in this case to eactle the
suspicions of this House ! Is there not enough
in it to demand at our hands that the bill under
consideration should go to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union, and that
the people of Wisconsin should have an oppor¬
tunity of being heard f Let the people ol that
State decide whether they are for or against it.
Let us have time to send to the State of \\ iscon-
sin and get a certified copy of the memorial, as it
passed the Legislature, from the office of the Sec¬
retary of State. Give the people of the State an

opportunity of speaking out, and see how far they
sustain the governor in the course which he has
taken in regard to this railroad bill. I hope, then,
that the House, taking a lesson from what has al¬
ready occurred in the history of this case, will reler
this bill to the Committee of the Whole. I hooe
that the House, when the friends of particular
achemes have been heard to their own entire sat¬
isfaction, will not allow the gag to be applied when
any other member desires to raise his voice against
a scheme which he believes to be of doubtful
character, to say the least of it; that they will
teach this Committee on Public Lands that they
must take their chances with the other committees
in the House for the consideration and examina¬
tion of their bills. There is nothing in this bill,
it strikes me, that should commend it to the favor¬
able action of this House. I hope, sir, this is the
last time the Committee en Public Lands will at¬
tempt to gag the opponents of their bills, and force
them through the House under the operation of
the previous question.

But, sir, I design, at a proper time, to offer a
substitute for this bill. I send it to the Clerk s

desk, and ask that it may be read in the few min¬
utes of my time that are yet left. It was pre¬
pared some years ago by my distinguished col-
league in the other end ol the capitol. [Mr*
Huntke.] I think its provisions are just and wise,
and I hope it will receive fair consideration from
those who are interested in the land question. I
shall offer it, and see how far it will receive the
approbation of our friends from the land States.
The Clerk then read the bill.

A bill to provide for the sale of certain portions' of the
public lands to the States within which they lie, for the
purpose of constructing railroads and canals.
Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Kepretenimiivet

of the United Statu of America in Vangret* anemUed,
That whenever a 8tate proposes to charter a railroad or
canal to run through the lands of the United States, and
to accept the benefit of the provisions of this net. upon due
notice of the fact being given to the Secretary of the Inte¬
rior, it shall be bis duty to set apart, of the lands subject
to private entry, seven thousand si* hundred and eighty
acres per mile of railroad or canal, within six miles on
.ach side of said railroad; or If that quantity of such lands
cannot be found within those limits, then that amount of
lands, subject to private cntiy, within twelve miles of
.ach side of said public work shall be set apart by the desig¬
nation of legally authorized State officers, with the cogent
of said Secretary, as near as may be in one body; and the
same shall be withdrawn from prlvato entry, by public ad¬
vertisement of the Secretary of the Interior, except In the
manner and form hereinafter prescribed. The minimum
price per acre of these lands shall be one dollar and twen-
five cents for those which have been subject to private en¬
try not more than ten years; one dollar for those which
have been so subject for not less than ten nor more than
twenty years; and seventy-five cents for those which have
been so subject -for more than twenty years; provided,
however, That mineral lands, salines, nnd lands reserved
by law for other purposes, shall not be considered as coming
within the provisions of this act.

Bsc. 2. And be itfurther enacted, That whenever a State
through which the said railway or canal passes, and in
which the ." lands may lie, shall desire to do, it may
select all, or such part as it chooses, of the lands so re¬
served, as pre-emption, at the minimum prices hereinbe-
fore established, which the lands would bear wben set
apart by the Secretary ofthe Interior. But the State must
take up and pay in cash tor said lands, or otherwise its
right to them shall he forfeited, either within six years
from the ttme when set apart by the Secretary of the In¬
terior, or by the time the railroad or canal Is finished, if It
should be completed before the expiration of the said six
years But during this period the State msy sell the lands
thus reserved to Individuals or corporations: Provided,
That no title shall be given to the purchaser until ho pre¬
sents to the receiver of the proper land office a certificate
of purchase, duly authenticated, according to the law of
the State from which it issues, and obtains the receiptfrom
the said receiver, for the use ofthe United States, the price
herein fixed as the minimum per acre lbr which the lands
shall be sold. Upon the issue of the receipt for the money
and certificate as aforesaid, the title shall be given In the
manner now prescribed by law; l>roiided, hower-er, That,
with the exception of the certificate as aforesaid, the land
shall be entered, and the title given, according to the same
forms, and in the same quantities now prescribed by the
laws of the United State#: And provided further, That If,
at the expiration of the period beyond which the State is
prohibited from entering the said lands, it shall expose them
all for sale, in the manner and upon the terms herein pre¬
scribed for sales by it to individuals and corporations, that
the further time of two years shall be given it to complete
the sales of said lands as aforesaid, through the land offices
of the United States.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the right of wayfor any railroad or canal, chartered by a 8tate to run
through the lands of the United States, shall be given to
the State for the use of said railroad or canal; and that in
the event of a difference between the Postmaster General
and the railroad company as to the compensation for car¬
rying the malls of the United States, the mutter shall be
settled by mutual agreement between the Postmaster Gen-
eral and the governor of the State in which such railroad
lies; and that the benefit of this act can only be claimed
when the charter provides, by sufficient forfeitures and
penalties, (In the opinion of the Postmaster General,) for
forcing the railroad company or companies to perform the
said award; or wben, in the case of companies already
chartered, the end can be effected by contracts and stipu¬
lations satisfactory to the Postmaster General.
Sxc A. And be it further enacted, That the lands pur¬

chased by the State under this act are to be applied by said
State for the construction of the railroad or canal for which
they were reserved; but the time and manner of selling
them, and the mode of appropriating them, shall bedeter-
mlned by the State itself to whom the proceeds of this rand
belongs after IU application to the construction of the said
public work*: Provided, however, That the acceptance by
the State of the benefits of the provisions of this act shall
be considered as implying no objection on Its part to ap-
orocriate the said lands as prescribed in this act.

Stc. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act shall takeeffect'from IU passage.

APPENDIX.
.

I add an extract from the speech of the late
Judge Woodbury, of New Hampshire, delivered
in the United States Senate, February 23, 1830,
on the subject of the disposition of the public
lands, which is worthy of attention:

Public Lands, Ssjiatc, February 23,1830.
Mr. Woorwtjar. Not examining the particular kind of

sales the government can make for the common benefit,
such as grants to the new States for such schools, receivingvirtual compensation therefor, by having the rest of the
land freed from taxation, I merely lay down what I sup¬
pose to be the general principle.
On that principle, no reasoning has been offered which

convinces me that lands can be legally appropriated to anyobject for which we might not legally appropriate money.The lands are as much the property of the union as its
money In the treasury. The cessions and purchases of
them wero as much for the benefit of all as the collection
of the money. The Constitution, as well as common sense,
seems to be to recognise no difference; and if the money
can only be appropriated to specified ohjects, it follows that
the land can only be so appropriated. Within those speci¬fied objects, I have ever been, and ever shall be, as readyto give lands or money to the west aa to the east, but be¬
yond them I never have been ready to give either to
either. Towards certain enumerated ohjects Congress
K.ye authority to devote Ibc common funds, the land, or

e money, because those objects were supposed to be bet¬
tor managed under their control than under that of the
8tato; but the care of the other objects Is reserved to the
States themselves, and can only be promoted by the com¬
mon funds, In a return or division of these funds to pro¬prietors, to be expended as they may deem jyiUckms.The whole debate on these no\jitS gees to satisfymymind of the correctness of that construction of the Consti¬
tution which holds no grants of money or lands valid, un¬
less to advance some of the enumerated obJccts entrusted
to Congress. When we once depart from that great land¬
markon the appropriation of lands or aonoy , and wan-
ter into Indefinite notions of " common good,' or of ths
4 general welfore," xr* sre, tn my opinion, at sea without
x>mpass or rudder; and In a governmentof acknowledgedlimitations, we put everything at the caprioe of a fluc¬
tuating majority here, pronouncing that to be for the gen-
iral welfore today which to-morrow may he d'nounced
is a general curse. Were the gQTernment not limited,
ills broad discretion would, of fourse, be necessary and
ight. Dqt hew every grant of power Is defined. Many
)ower* not ceded to the general government
tItbheld to the States and people ; and right Is In
minion, given to promote the "general wrl^re by grant-
ng money or lands, but In the easrclse of
jot granted, and to the made* prescribed by the Constl-
utifin ^

In fine. If the governmental the principles of strict
(instruction of the ConsUtrtllon. cannot be prosperously
administered, It requires no spirit of prophecy to foresee
hat. In a few brief rears, In a new erMs approaching, and
lefore Indicated, ll must, as a eonWeratlon proUbly

to be administered at all. It will. In my judgment,
leoooie a government of usurped, alarming, undefinedtowns' and the sacred rights of the States will become
iversnadowed In total eclipse. When that catastrophe
nore nearly approaches, unless ths great parties to ths
[overnaeat shall arouse, and In some way Interfere andi^sn. " from consolidation. It will follow, as darkness
loss the day, that ths government ends, like all republics
if olden times, either in anarchy or despotism.

<£ottgrtssifliiaI.
THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS*

KIMT SESSION.
Monday, March 0, 1SA4.

The Senate was not in session yesterday.
Horn*} of Representative*.

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee on Priut-
mg. reported a joint resolution for settling the
accounts ofA. Boyd Hamilton, which was passed.

OCEAN POSTAGE.
Mr. APPLETON presented the resolutions of

the legislature of Massachusetts in favor of cheap
ocean postage. Laid on the table and ordered to
be printed.

NEBRASKA RILL.

Mr. FULLER presented the resolutions of the
legislature of Maine, instructing their senators,
and requesting their representatives, to oppose in
every practicable way the passage of the Nebras¬
ka bill, so long as it contains any provision re¬
scinding or invalidating the Missouri compromise.
Laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

HOMESTEAD «1LL. -»

The House resolved itself into a Committee of
the Whole on the State of the Union [Mr. Olw
in the chair] and resumed the consideration of the
bill to encourage agriculture, commerce, manu¬
factures, and all other branches of industry, by
grnnting to every man who is the head of a family,
and a citizen ofthe United States, a homestead ol
one hundred and sixty acres of land out of the
public domain, upon condition of occupancy and
cultivation of the same, for the period of five
years.

After various amendments were offered ami
discussed, and several of them agreed to,

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN proposed additional sec
tions, providing surveys and the construction ol
three railroads to the Pacific ocean.
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out ol

order, on the ground of irrelevancy.Mr. CHAMBERLAIN appealed from the deci¬
sion ; which, however, was, the question havingbeen taken, sustained by the committee.
Mr. GROW said he would now offer a substi¬

tute for the bill.
Mr. HENN remarked he had proposed one, but

was willing not to offer it, and suggested that
other gentlemen who had prepared substitutes
do the same ; so as not to embarrass the bill and
consume the time of the House.

Objection to this course was interposed.
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois, rose to a point

of order. He asked whether it was competent for
gentlemen who had offered amendments to offer
substitutes, the If Iter to undergo the same formal¬
ity as the former, and thus go on to the end ol
time, in this matter of buncombe.

Mr. HAMILTON called the gentleman to order.
Mr. COBB offered a substitute, which was,

after debate, disagreed to.
Mr. GROW likewise offered one tor the bill,

which was rejected.
The committee then rose, and the bill as'amend-

ed, was reported to the House.
Mr. GOODE moved that it be laid upon the

table ; which motion was disagreed tor-yeaa 00,
nays 124.
The House then voted on the first amendment,

which restricts the benefita of the bill to "free
white" persons, and agreed toil.yeas 101, nay»
"*.
The remaining amendments were agreed to.
The main features of the bill are as follows:
1. Any free white person who is the head of a

family, or who has arrived at the age of twenty-
one years, and is a citizen of the United States,
shall be entitled to enter, free of cost, one-quarter
section of vacant and unappropriated lands, which
may. at the time the application is made, be sub¬
ject to private entry*at $1 25 per acre, or a quan¬
tity equal thereto, to be located in a body, in con¬
formity with the legal subdivisions of the public
lands, and after the same shall have been sur¬
veyed.

2. The person applying for the benefit of this
act is required, upon application to the register ol
the land Office in which he or she is about to make
such entry, to make affidavit before bim that he
or she is the head of a family, or is twenty-one
eurs of age, and that the application is made for
is or her exclusive benefit, and not for that,

directly or indirectly, of any other person whom¬
soever. jProvided, No certificate shall be given
or patent issued therefor, ontil the expiration of
five years from the date of such entry , and if, at
the expiration of such time, the person makingsuch entry, or, if be be dead, hit widow, or, in
oaae of her death, his heir* or devisee, or, in case
of a widow making auch entry, her heiraor devi¬
see, in case ofher dealh, shall prove by two credi
ble witnesses that be, the, or they, have continued
to reside upon and cultivate aaid land, and still re¬
side upon the same, and have not alienated the
same, or any part thereof: then, in such case, lie,
she. or they, shall be entitled to a patent, as in
other cases provided for by law. Providedfurther.In case of the death of both father and mother,leaving an infant child or children under twenty-
one yeara of age, the right and the fee shall inure
to the benefit of said infant, child, or children; and
the executor, administrator, or guardian may. at
any time within two years after the death of the
surviving parent, and in accordance with the laws
of the State in which sdch children for the time
being have their domicil, sell said^and for the
benefit of said infants, but for no other purpose;and the purchaser shall acquire the absolute title
by the purchase, and be entitled to a patent fromthe United States.
The sixth section provides that if any individual

now a resident of any one of the States or 1 erri-
tories, and not a citizen of the United States, but
at the time of making such application for the ben¬
efit of this act, shall have filed a tTeclaration orin-
tention as required by the naturalization laws ol
the United Slates and ahall become a citizen ol
the same before the issuance of the patent, i»*«
made and provided for in this act shall be placed
upon an equal footing with the native-born citizen
of the United States'.
The other sectiens relate principally to detail*.
The bill was finally passed.yeas 107, nays TJ:

as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen,Willis Allen, Banks, Bennett, Benton, Breck¬

inridge, Bridges, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Ca-
ruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chase, Chrism an,Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Cook, Corwin,Cox,JohnG. Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dick, Disney, Drum,Dunbar, Eastman. Edgerton, Elliott, Ellison, Eng¬lish, Ewing, Farley, Florence, Gamble, Goodrich,Green, Greenwood, Grey, Grow. Andrew .T. Har¬lan, Harrison, Hendricks, Henn, Houston, Howe.Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W.Jones, tyoland Jones, Knox, Lane, Lindley, Linds-lev, McCulloch, McMullen, Macy, Maxwell, Mav-all, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Nich¬
ols, Norton. Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oli¬
ver, Peckham, Pennington, Phelps, Preston, Prin-
gle, Ready, Richardson, Ritchey, Robbins, Rus¬
sell, Sapp, Shannon, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith,William R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard*t. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straiton, Andrew
Stuart. John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed.
Vail, Vansant,Walbridge,Warren, Ellihu B.Waah-
burne, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth,Westbrook, Wheeler, Hendrick B.Wright, Yates,and Zollicoffer.107.
NAYS.Measrs. Aiken, Appleton, Ashe, ThomasH. Bayly, Barksdale, Belcher, Benson, Bocock,Boyce, Brooks, Caskie. Chastain, Clingman, Col-

quiit,Craige, Crocker, Camming, Cutting^ThomasDavis,Dcnt,DeWitt, Dickinson,Dowdell, Edmands,
Edmuqdson, Faulkner, Franklin, Fuller, Good®,
Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris,
Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, Hilt. Hunt, J. GlaaceyJones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurt/,
Letcher, McDougall. McQueen, Matteson, May,
Meachain, Smith Miller, Million, Morrison. Bishop
Perkins, John Perkins, jr., Phillips. Pratt, Pur-
year, Rogers, Rowe, Ruffln, Sabtn, Seward, Sey¬
mour, Shaw, Gerrit Smith, William Smith, George
W. Smyth, Snodgrass, Tracy, Upftam, Israel
Washburn, jr., and Daniel B. Wright.72.

GARDlKia AND MKAR8 CLAIM.
Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, oflfcred the follow

ing resolution:
Heiolvrd, That the Judiciary Oosamittee be instructed to

laqulre Into the propriety of directing legal proessdfngs to
recover any sum ofssaney which may hare tanptH to
any person out of Ike treasury on the claim of Gardiner
anil Mtars, under the coatmissfcra which adjndlrated claims
op Mrrtro, under the provisions of the treaty of Gnadalotip
Hidalgo.
Mr. CUTTING suggested feu amendment to

add, "with power to aend for persons and pa¬pers," in order that the oommittee migbt determine
against whom to commence auit.
The amendment waa agreed to; and the reaolu-

tion adopted.The House adjourned.

ENEHAL AGENCY*. The Smbacriber
JT pays special attention to the prosecution ol

claims before Congress or the Departments; col
lects debts. Also, buys and aella real estate; ne¬

gotiates loans, having facilities by which he eaa

generally negotiate loane on amall sums on good
paper, at short date.1 ' ' JAMES J. MILLER,

Over Selden, Withers 6c Co.'a Bank
Jan 19.eodlm


